
 
 

Samurai Challenge 
A test of your observation and comprehension skills 

!
1. The young samurai were in Koya-san to… 
 

A. Compete for a place at the samurai school in Kyoto. 
B. Meditate in preparation for the Circle of Three trials. 
C. Train at a samurai camp. 
D. Search for an ancient samurai sword. 

 
2. Who retrieved the rock Sensei Yamada threw into the noxious swamp? 
 

A. Kazuki, so as not to lose face before the others. 
B. Saburo, who was hungry and knew there was no food until after the task. 
C. Akiko, in order to give Jack time to catch his breath after the race. 
D. Yamato, who foolishly thought there was a treasure hidden at the bottom. 

 
3. What happened after Jack fell into the river during the sword fight? 
 

A. Jack dived down, emerged behind Kazuki and immobilised him. 
B. Kazuki lost his footing on a rock and tumbled in after Jack. 
C. Jack was swept down river by the swift moving current. 
D. Kazuki used his sword to force Jack’s head under the water. 

 
4. Which mountain slope has Jack walked up before dawn as a warm up for  
    the training? 
 

A. Mount Yosa 
B. Mount Koya 
C. Mount Konnichiwa 
D. Mount Kuzu 

 
5. What is a Gassuku? 
 

A. A samurai training camp. 
 
6. What does Zanshin mean? 
 

B.  Zanshin is a warrior’s awareness of their surroundings and the enemy. 



 
7. When Jack is fighting Kazuki in the river, what distracts him and gives Kazuki the 
opportunity to attack? 
 

A. A kingfisher diving into the water to get a fish. 
 
8. Join the sensei (teacher) to the subject they teach: 
 

A. Sensei Hosokawa                     1. Zen Philosophy 
B. Sensei Yamada                 2. Kenjutsu (sword fighting) 
C. Sensei Kyuzo    3. Taijutsu (body combat) 

  
 A=2   B=1  C=3 
 
9.  In the video, what type of sword does Chris use? (Japanese name) 
 

A. A bokken (or bokuto). A training sword made out of wood. 
 
10.  What is on top of the pile of books to the right of Chris? 
 

A. 3 miniature samurai swords. 
 
 

SCORE OUT OF 10:  ____      
 
 
Samurai Grading - How did you do? 
 
10 - 8 = Black belt. Supreme Samurai Status! I bow to your skills. 
 
7 - 6   = Green belt. A True Warrior! You’re worthy of becoming a black belt. 
 
5 - 3   = Red belt. Trainee Samurai! Good effort but more sword practice. 
 
2 - 1   = White belt. A White Belt Wimp! Off with your head! 
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